Michael G Gale Medal for Distinguished Teaching

Professor Irene Man-Chi LO

Citation

The Michael G Gale Medal for Distinguished
Teaching at the Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology was established by the University
Council in 1994 to commemorate the distinguished
service of Founding Council Member Mr Michael
G Gale.

It is awarded to the faculty member who best
exemplifies the continued pursuit of excellence,
devotion to teaching and the ability to inspire and

motivate.

Based on its review, the Selection Committee
unanimously recommends to the Senate that
the Michael G Gale Medal for Distinguished
Teaching for 2006 be awarded to Prof Irene M C
Lo, Associate Professor in the Department of Civil

Engineering.

Prof Lo is a gifted and dedicated teacher.
In large classes and small, and in personal
interactions with undergraduates and research
students, she has consistently set clear goals,
facilitated effective learning to achieve these
goals, and demonstrated a warmth and interest
in students’ careers and personal success that has
inspired their affection and gratitude.

“When I hung my head from time to time”,
says one student, “she came to show me her
concern and back me up.... She inspired me to
perform at full stretch, whenever and whatever”.

Excellence in teaching comes through
professionalism as well as passion, and this
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professionalism has been a consistent theme
in Prof Lo’s teaching career at HKUST. The
meticulous preparation of class material, use of a
range of media, including video, case studies and
real-world issues, team projects, and active use of
student feedback, bring her classes to life. She has
also conducted research on the effectiveness of
different teaching tools and media.

“Irene is an extremely effective instructor” says
a colleague, “who excels at course design and
organization, as well as classroom presentations.
Irene is one of the few among us who has
conducted research on teaching methodologies”.

Prof Lo’s contributions to the application
of new technologies to enhance teaching and
learning has been particularly valuable to HKUST.
She has undertaken three successful projects to
implement multimedia courseware, including 3D
visualizations and simulations. Through these
interactive teaching tools, says one colleague,
“She is able to present better engineering concepts
and provide graphical aids for students (o
visualize different kinds of pollution issues. Her
new teaching technique has been recognized to
be very effective by our faculty and has been well
received by our students”.

For her passion and commitment, and for her
professionalism and scholarship as a teacher,
the University now accords Prof Lo its highest
honor for a teacher, the Michael G Gale Medal for
Distinguished Teaching.
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